
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week Beginning 

30th March 

Become An Explorer! 

History  

Begin to find out ‘Who was 
Christopher Columbus?’  

Explore the following website to get 

started: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn    

When you have found some 

interesting facts, create your own 

fact sheet or poster to show the key 

information about him.  

English 

- Read the attached ‘Christopher 

Columbus Biography’ and then 

answer the comprehension questions.   

- Imagine you are on the ship with 

Christopher Columbus, sailing into 

the unknown! Write a ‘message in a 

bottle’, to send out to sea, to explain 

how you are feeling whilst on your 

voyage.  

 

Hello Year 2! Whilst you are at home there are a few things that you could 

continue to do every week, to support your learning:  

- Keep reading! This only needs to be for a few minutes but try to do it each day. 

You can read anything from books, magazines, comics or suitable websites.  

- Complete an activity from the ‘Reading Journal Activities’.  

- Continue to practise reading and spelling all Year 1 & 2 common exception words. 

- Continue to practise year 2 spelling rules using the ‘Year 2- Spelling tiles’ activities 

on https://spellingframe.co.uk/  

- Continue to practise your 2, 5 and 10 times tables. Use ‘TTRockstars’ 

https://ttrockstars.com/ to help!  

- Continue to practise recall of addition and subtraction facts for 10/20/100. Use 

‘Hit the Button- Number Bonds’ https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-

button to help!  

Below are some additional learning opportunities for you to complete this week. Enjoy!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhpchbk/articles/znchkmn
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartmax.com%2Fmiddle%2Fm2i8Z5N4A0K9A0d3_christopher-columbus-and-telescope-age-of-exploration-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Y1ORNG6p97Mv68z2jHmpK&ust=1585510016484000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDJ2rD0vegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art  

- Complete the attached ‘Christopher 

Columbus Art Task’. 

- Design and make a model of 

Christopher Columbus’ ship. Be 

creative and use your own choice of 

materials/resources. These could be: 

 lego/duplo 

 recycled materials (such as 

cereal boxes, egg boxes, 

cardboard tubes, plastic bottles) 

 playdoh …etc 

Maths- Explore ‘Capacity’ 

- Take a small cup or yoghurt pot and find five other containers from around 

your house. Find out how many cups/pots of water or rice it takes to fill each 

container. Estimate first then measure.  

Record your estimates and results in 

a table like this. Which container has  
the biggest capacity? Smallest? 

- The standard unit of measure for capacity is ‘litres’ (l) and ‘millilitres’ (ml). 

There are 1000ml in 1l. Take a look at the scale on a measuring jug, if you 

have one, in your kitchen. Try filling the jug to different measurements- get an 

adult to challenge you and try to be accurate when you measure. 

- Complete the attached ‘How much water is there?’ sheet by reading the scales on 

the measuring jugs.  

- You could also practise reading scales using the game ‘Capacity Countdown’, 

working your way through the levels as appropriate: 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html  

Get Active! 

- Try Supermovers KS1 Maths: Capacity & Volume  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-capacity-volume/zj8njhv  

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/capacity/index.html
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fsuemichaels2sm%2Fjunk-modelling-ideas%2F&psig=AOvVaw0Zol5Yf0xd0H7m7QztI66T&ust=1585509205985000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODG6bbxvegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F498914464966992027%2F&psig=AOvVaw0q4ZkQLp3ifj1JM7TQLPJt&ust=1585509783339000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjmzL7zvegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DD841F1eRXNI&psig=AOvVaw0NJGWeNXG-IgPZlNX38OmK&ust=1585509886272000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPicw_jzvegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F391531761324482124%2F&psig=AOvVaw2yvd4wJTDSQk0cJCUcI6eL&ust=1585510365937000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD7ptj1vegCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-capacity-volume/zj8njhv


 

Choose a book to read and enjoy! Then choose one of the activities below to complete. 

When you have completed the activity, colour in the smiley face below. Choose a 

different book and try another activity. See how many smiley faces you can colour!   

Fiction 

Non-Fiction 

Before you read your book, 
write a list of questions for 
what you would like to find 
out about the topic.   

Create a list of all the 
technical or news words that 
you have found in your 
book. 

Write a few sentences to 
explain some of the 
interesting new facts you 
have learnt from your book.  

   

Draw a picture of your 
favourite character. Write 
a description of their 
appearance and personality. 

Draw a picture of the 
setting of the story. Write a 
few sentences to describe it. 

Draw pictures of the main 
events of the story in order, 
to create a ‘story map’.  

   
Before you read the book, 
look carefully at the front 
cover. Write a prediction of 
what you think the story will 
be about. 

Write a review of the story. 
Explain;  
 Did you enjoy it? Why/why 

not? 

 Who was your favourite 
character? Why? 

 What was your favourite 
part? Why? 

 Who would you recommend 
this story to? Why? 

Choose a character from 
the story. Write a list of 
questions that you would like 
to ask them, if you got the 
chance to interview them.   

   
Be an ‘Adjective Detective’. 
Look through your book and 
write a list of all the 
adjectives you can find. 

Imagine you are a character 
from the story. Write a 
diary entry about the events 
of your day. 

Write a short alternative 
ending to the story.  

   



Christopher Columbus biography and comprehension  
 

Christopher Columbus, also known as Cristoforo 
Colombo, is the Italian explorer most famous 
for discovering the Americas. In total, he made 
four journeys across the Atlantic Ocean 
beginning the movement of European people to 
the Americas. 
 

Early life 

Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, part 
of modern-day Italy, around 1451. As a young 
teenager, he travelled over Europe and parts of 
Africa, working on merchant ships. In 1470, so 
the story goes, the ship which Columbus was 
working on was attacked by French pirates and 
Columbus just escaped death by floating to 
shore on a piece of the wrecked ship. 

 

 

Journey to America 

 

As he grew older, 
Columbus became 
determined to find a new 
trading route between 
Europe and the East Indies, 
in Asia. The East Indies 
traded spices, silks and 
precious metals with Europe 
but the  

journey there by land was, long and, at times, dangerous as bandits and hostile 

armies would attack the traders. The journey by sea was just as difficult as the 

traders had to sail south down the West coast of Africa and around the Cape of 

Good Hope. Christopher Columbus believed that he could reach the East Indies by 

sailing West, across the Atlantic. The Spanish monarchs agreed to fund his fleet 

of three ships. The ships were named the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria.  
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Christopher Columbus set sail in August of 1492, landing in the Bahamas two 

months later, on 12 October. 

On arriving on the Caribbean island, it is not clear whether Columbus realised that 

he was on a whole new continent; it is thought that he may have believed he had 

landed in Asia as he referred to the people that lived there as ‘Indians’. 

 

Further journeys 

On returning to Spain in early 1493, Christopher Columbus was disappointed that 

he had not discovered the riches he was hoping for. He returned to sea for two 

more voyages, landing in Central and South America. As well as taking whatever 

gold and other precious metals he could find, he also captured the people of the 

Americas and shipped them back to Spain as slaves.  

Life in Columbus’ settlements was so bad that, after his third trip, the Spanish 

monarchs had Columbus arrested and returned to Spain, putting a new governor in 

his place. Back in Spain, Columbus organised his fourth and final trip. However, it 

too was unsuccessful, and he eventually returned to Spain for the final time, 

where he died in 1506. 

 

Did you know? 

 Although Christopher Columbus is known for discovering America, 

approximately 100 million people already knew of it, as they were living there 

at the time! 

 Historians do not have a clear understanding of what Columbus looked like, 

as all paintings of him were actually completed after his death. 

 Christopher Columbus never actually set foot on North America, landing in 

the Caribbean, Central and South America. 

 Columbus Day is still celebrated in the United States, on 12 October each 

year. 
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Christopher Columbus Comprehension 

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below. 

 

1. By what other name is Christopher Columbus known? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Where was Christopher Columbus born? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What were the problems facing European traders travelling to the East Indies 

by land? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Find and write the meanings of these words, using a dictionary to help you. 

merchant- __________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

hostile- ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

monarch- __________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

voyage - _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What were Columbus’ three ships called? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How long did it take Christopher Columbus to sail across the Atlantic, before 

reaching the Bahamas? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The fourth paragraph is titled ‘Further Journeys’. Can you think of a 

different title for this paragraph? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. When did Christopher Columbus die? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Do you think Christopher Columbus was a successful explorer? Explain your 

answer. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Christopher Columbus art task 

16th century artists often chose to include significant objects from their subjects’ 

lives, when painting a portrait. Using what you know about Christopher Columbus’ 

life, design a portrait of him, including objects which may have been important to 

him. 
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How much water is there?  

How much water is there in each of the measuring jugs? Write the amount next to 

each jug and don’t forget the unit of measure (ml or l).  

 

   

    

    

    

 

    

      

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 

1000 ml / 1 l 

900 ml 

800 ml 

700 ml 

600 ml 

500 ml 

400 ml 

300 ml 

200 ml 

100 ml 
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If you are unable to print off the above sheets, 

don’t worry! Just complete your 

writing/numbered answers/pictures on a sheet 

of paper and give it a title.  


